
Hits and Giggles #55, June 11th, 2022 

Time is up; get your league registrations and payments in now!  
 
We are missing adult and youth leagues. It is June 11th, I need to let the cities that have requested Proof of 
Insureance know at the end of the week if they are covered? I am not sure if you will be able to play on your 
city fields in the next week or so unless you contact me with a registrations and a plan.  
 
Also I will need to notify tournaments with the teams in their events with teams that are not yet registered 
and sanctioned. By registering your team/players, your players and umpire’s insurance, your liability coverage, 
your cities coverage is not in effective. Do not wait until something happens to check your homeowners 
policy’s value, you might not have enough coverage. 
 
Today’s Hits and Giggles will be hitting on subject that should not need to be discussed, adults & social 
media.  
 
Social media is available in many forms including email and text message. That text message you thought was 
amongst friends, if it is shared on a social media outlet, has now become public. At one time or other, we may 
all have copied and shared a message that was probably sent in confidence, but was shared with a friend who 
shared with a friend and next thing you know…….  
 
As a Commissioner I should not have to make a files for social media and text messages. I do now. We are 
having discipline hearings where text messages, social media, and emails are being presented and shared. I 
believe they have changed the outcome of those proceedings in more then on of those hearings.   
 
The frequency of accusations, personal attacks, vulgar comments have started and the frequency has 
increased this season. I am guessing I am only seeing a small percentage what is being written. When I read 
some of these, I think I am back in junior high. They would be of questionable taste if done in a joking matter, 
but most of these are not written jokingly. I am positive most of these things would not be said face to face.  
 
When I get one forwarded to me, I am are curious who the writer is and what do they do for a living. Very few 
are written by high school or college age, where you might think. The post are being written by adults, late 
20’s to early 40’s, some older. All are players in various leagues throughout the state. Most if not all are 
parents. They are being posted by white and blue collar, business owners, educators, government workers, 
veterans and active military, you know, your neighbor and teammate. 
 
When reading these, I look for a pattern. Was it a one time, a quick reaction to a moment? Is this person 
consistently posting about the same person? Or is it multiple people? Are there multiple instances? Is there a 
pattern of the post directed at game officials, league officials, volunteers, city diamond crews? Is it racially 
motivated? Is there a personal history in the past?  
 
We all like to give our teammates and friends a hard time. But when it involves those who are not your 
friends, you have crossed the line. That line has been crossed in the past. It is being crossed again this year. If 
it was a one & done, then time to move on, if it is continuous, then it needs to stop before it escalates any 
farther. If you feel this directed towards you, let you probably should examine what you are doing & stop it.  
 
We spend a lot of time promoting USA Softball South Dakota because we want people to enjoy this great 
game.  If your playing is causing others to think about not playing, then you are the problem, not the solution.  



USA Softball of South Dakota Use of Social Media Policy 
 

This policy shall apply to all coaches, players, parents, guardians, officials, or other persons associated with 
USA Softball of South Dakota regarding the use of social media.  This policy applies to the above participants 
on and off the field. The goal of USA Softball of South Dakota is to assure that its participants – coaches, 
players, parents, officials, guardians, and fans – maintain the highest standard of sportsmanship and ethical 
behavior at all times.  Adherence to this policy shall be a condition for continued participation in the USA 
Softball of South Dakota program.  All who register in their local association acknowledge this policy with their 
membership. Each association will inform the participating players and officials of this policy.  This policy will 
be included in the USA Softball of South Dakota State Code. This policy will be documented on the USA 
Softball of South Dakota website. 
 
We have a zero tolerance policy for inappropriate use of social media. 
 
Social media is defined to include:  Web sites, Web logs (blogs), wikis, social networks (e.g. Twitter, Facebook, 
MySpace, LinkedIn, Flickr, YouTube, etc.), online forums, virtual worlds, email and any other social media 
generally available to the public or consumers. 
 
Inappropriate is defined to include: 
 

 Players, parents, coaches, umpires or any participant associated with USA Softball of South Dakota who 
denigrate (attack the character or reputation of, speak ill of, defame, disparage or belittle) other 
individual’s players, teammates or evaluation processes as related to USA Softball of South Dakota . 
 

 Parents, who send harassing emails, denigrate the evaluation process or board members or officials; or 
swear as it relates to USA Softball of South Dakota. 
 

REQUIREMENTS 
 
All participants in USA Softball are expected to serve as positive ambassadors of our organization.  Because 
readers of social media networks may view the participant as a representative of USA Softball of South 
Dakota, requires participants to observe the following rules when referring to USA Softball of South Dakota, 
the players, activities, volunteers, coaches, parents, umpires, on any social media networks: 
 

 Use of any social media network and postings, displays or communications on any social media 
network must comply with all state and federal laws and any USA Softball of South Dakota policies and 
USA Softball of South Dakota code of conduct.  
 

 Participants must be respectful and professional in all communications (by word, image or other 
means).  Participants shall not use obscene, profane or vulgar language on any social media network or 
engage in communications or conduct that is harassing, threatening, bullying, libelous or defamatory 
or that discusses or encourages any illegal activity or the inappropriate use of alcohol, use of illegal 
drugs, sexual behavior, or sexual harassment.  
 

 Participants may not act as a spokesperson for USA Softball of South Dakota except as authorized by 
the USA Softball of South Dakota State Commissioner.  
 



 When authorized as a spokesperson for USA Softball of South Dakota, participants must disclose their 
relationship with USA Softball of South Dakota.  
 

 Participants may not disclose information on any social media network that is confidential or 
proprietary to USA Softball of South Dakota, its players, parents, coaches, umpires, or that is protected 
by data privacy laws. 

 
 Participants will be held responsible for the disclosure, whether purposeful or inadvertent, of 

confidential or private information, information that violates the privacy rights or other rights of a third 
party, or the content of anything posted on any social media network or internet site as it relates to 
USA Softball of South Dakota . 
 

 Anything related to USA Softball of South Dakota posted on the participants Web site or Web log or 
other internet content for which the participant is responsible will be subject to all USA Softball of 
South Dakota policies, rules, regulations or guidelines.  
 

VIOLATION 
 
An USA Softball of South Dakota participant who is responsible for a social media network posting that fails 
to comply with the rules set forth in this policy may be subject to discipline as outlined in the USA Softball 
of South Dakota State Disqualification. 
 
GUIDELINES 
 
These are the guidelines for social media in USA Softball of South Dakota.  If you’re a participant contributing 
to blogs, wikis, social networks, virtual worlds or any other kind of social media, these guidelines are for 
you.  We expect all who participate in social media to understand and follow these guidelines.  Failure to do so 
could put you at risk.  These guidelines will continually evolve as new technologies and social networking tools 
emerge, so check back once in a while to make sure you are up to date. 
 
It’s your responsibility.  What you write is ultimately your responsibility.  If it seems inappropriate, use 
caution.  What you publish is widely accessible and it will be around for a long time, so consider the content 
carefully.  Trademark, copyright and fair use requirements must be respected. 
 
Ensure the safety of the players.  When participants choose to join or engage in the social networking groups, 
they do so as an ambassador of USA Softball of South Dakota and have the responsibility for monitoring 
content and addressing inappropriate behavior or activity on these networks.  This includes acting to protect 
the safety of minors online. 
 
Be transparent.  Your honesty-or dishonesty-will be quickly noticed in the social media environment.  If you 
are posting about your involvement, use your real name and identify your relationship with USA Softball of 
South Dakota.  Be clear about your role; if you have a vested interest in something you are discussing, be the 
first to point it out. 
 
Protect confidential information.  Be thoughtful about what you publish.  You must make sure you do not 
disclose or use confidential information.  Players, parents, coaches and other participants should not be cited 
or obviously referenced without their approval.  For example, ask permission before posting someone’s 
picture in a social network or publishing a conversation that was meant to be private. 



 
Respect your audience and other participants.  Always express ideas and opinions in a respectful 
manner.  Make sure your communications are in good taste.  Do not denigrate or insult others.  Remember 
that our communities reflect a diverse set of customs, values and points of view. 
 
Keep your cool.  One of the aims of social media is to create dialogue and people will not always agree on an 
issue.  When confronted with a difference of opinion, stay cool.  Sometimes, it’s best to ignore a comment and 
not give it credibility by acknowledging it with a response. 
 
Be careful with personal information.  Make full use of privacy settings.  Know how to disable anonymous 
postings and use moderating tools on your social media sites. 
 
ACTS OF DISQUALIFICATION:  

A player, coach manager, umpire, team, or a member of a local association may be disqualified up to one (1) 
year for any of the following:  
 

1. Unsportsmanlike conduct on and off the field.  
2. Commission of fraud, such as knowingly playing under an assumed name, a coach or manager playing a 

player under an assumed name, falsifying an affidavit or roster, or giving false information to 
tournament officials.  

3. Participating while knowing he does not meet the eligibility requirements of USA Softball or the 
Association.  

4. Competing with or against players that he knows are disqualified from either USA Softball or the 
Association.   

5. Commission of any act while participating in USA Softball activities such as: failure to pay indebtedness, 
destruction of property, violation of state or local laws, or any other acts that are contrary to the 
objectives and purposes of USA Softball of South Dakota.   
 

A player, manager, coach, team, may be disqualified for a minimum of two (2) years for any of the following:  
 

1. Use of an altered bat as defined by the Official USA Softball Rule Book. 20 January 1, 2022 12.02  
2. Physically assaulting an umpire, game participant, or an official of the association. This applies to any 

player, manager, coach, sponsor, or anyone connected with an USA Softball team; also includes any 
umpire registered with the Association. 

 
DISQUALIFICATION PROCEDURES:  

 
A HEARING 
 
The person(s) subject to suspension shall be entitled to a hearing before a Deputy or District Commissioner 
and a committee of three (3) or more persons appointed by the Deputy or District Commissioner in whose 
area the violation took place.  
 
NOTIFICATION  
 
The individual(s) must be notified, in writing or email, of the time, place, and date of the hearing. Individual(s) 
is entitled to an alternate date if, for good cause, the original date is not acceptable. Should the accused party 
fail to attend the hearing, the person conducting the hearing may proceed and take the evidence of those in 



attendance.  
 
 RULING  
 
After hearing the evidence, the person presiding at the hearing shall render a written decision within fourteen 
(14) days. The person(s) involved shall be advised, in writing, by the District Commissioner of the action taken. 
A copy of the ruling must be sent to the State Office. (and all associations shall be notified of the negative 
ruling of the individual should a suspension be involved).  
 
RIGHT OF APPEAL  
 
Any person(s) suspended from USA Softball South Dakota play may appeal to the State Commissioner. The 
decision of the State Commissioner may further be appealed according to the USA Softball Code.  
 
Anyone wishing to appeal must notify the State Commissioner, in writing, within fifteen (15) days after the 
mailing of the notice of disqualification. However, any person(s) suspended from USA Softball of South Dakota 
or local Association play shall remain in a suspended status pending appeal.  
 
JURISDICTION:  
 
An individual shall cease to be eligible for all play conducted or sanctioned by USA Softball or the Association 
while disqualified by either USA Softball or the Association.  

 
PENALTIES:  
 
Individual(s) may be disqualified for period of time, including a probation period, at the discretion of his/her 
District Commissioner for violations.  
 

Be a positive role model. 
 

 
 
I will be posting the latest SafeSport Trained list today and share with the leagues.  
 
I can tell you we are way short of our 100% compliance goal. All youth teams have two adults on the diamond, 
most have 3 or more. If we have 600 teams in South Dakota, we should have a minimum of 1,500 completed 
courses, including adult umpires. We do not want to keep anyone off the diamonds and away from their 
games, but we might not have a choice soon.  
 
I have seen posting recently saying this is a requirement of USA Softball. This is only partially correct. It is 
actually Federal Law, a law written by our own Senator John Thune and signed into law by President Donald 
Trump.  USA Softball had ask our coaches to comply in the past. Now USA Softball has mandated to have 
coaches comply as hey have been SafeSport audited and told to get this done.  
 



I was just told again last week that the other sport organizations are not asking for SafeSport or even 
Background Checks. Shame on them! USA Softball feels our young people are worth asking volunteers to take 
the training. Completion is mandatory to be on the field not only for Championship Play, but also for league and 
invitational tournaments. Get it done now, please! 
 
I am in the process of cleaning up a video Steve Riswold and I made locally to help those of you who have not 
done the course as of yet.  
 
If you have done the course and cannot get it to sync, contact me for help to sync to your USA Softball 
Account. Some of the problems that coaches are experiencing are because info was entered incorrectly or the 
profile was not completed fully. It is correctable, but might need to be done by SafeSport.  
 
Lastly, thank you for your prayers, calls, emails, text messages. 
 
Some of you had heard that my Mother had fallen a week ago Wednesday and had multiple fractures of her 
hip. She had surgery on that Thursday and it was successful. After a couple of days, she had a reaction to the 
medication, developed pneumonia, and had to go to the ICU unit. She reacted to the antibiotics well once they 
got her oxygen, blood pressure, and heart rate under control. She was released to a swing bed rehab unit at 
Avantara in Watertown last night. She has a ways to go but is determined to get out and back to her home. 
She is a tough lady with not a lot of patience, so I am sure she will be out sooner than later.   
 
It is time for some giggles. 
 

 
 

 



 

 
 
Watertown has an over-abundance of Proctologist 
 

 
 

 



 
 

 
 

 
 



COMING UP FAST…….  

 Saturday, June 11th                    Amy Williams Memorial Youth Slowpitch Sioux Falls 
 Saturday, June 11th                     Lowell Rang Memorial Girl’s Fastpitch Mitchell 
 Friday, June 17th                          Oahe Power Surge Girls Fastpitch Pierre 
 Friday, June 17th                          Interlake’s Girls Fastpitch Invite Madison 
 Friday, June 17th                          Lead Deadwood Father’s Day Invite Girls fastpitch 
 Friday, June 17th                         YGSA Girls Fastpitch Invite Yankton 
 Saturday, June 18th                    JO Classic Boys and Girls Slowpitch, Watertown 
 Friday, June 24th                         Mt. Rushmore Classic Girls Fastpitch Rapid City, SD  
 Saturday, June 25th                    Swing for the Fences, Men and Women Spearfish, SD 
 Saturday, June 25th                     PREMIER Throwdown Girl’s fastpitch Watertown, SD  
 Saturday, June 25th                       Pride of the Dakota, Youth Slowpitch Sioux Falls, SD 
 Friday, July 1st                               Ringneck International Fastpitch Sioux Falls, SD  
 Friday, July 8th                               USA Softball State Youth  Fastpitch Tournament 
 Saturday, July 9th                         King of the Hills Men’s and Women’s Rapid City, SD 
 Saturday, July 9th                          Mid-Summer Showdown Youth Slowpitch Watertown, SD  
 Saturday, July 9th                          USA Softball Womens over 35 Pierre, SD  
 Saturday, July 9th                          Zoo Bar Men’s Slowpitch Aberdeen, SD  

 Birthdays for the week  

 June 11th Leanna Waldner, Francis Marso, Jared Lueders, Mike Loll 
 June 12th Jahna Meester, Marisa Johnson, Scott Herda 
 June 13th Shannon Stark, Warren Jones 
 June 14th LeeAnn Bills, Garth Cauey, Ashley Johnson 
 June 15th Tricia Young, Chris Stahly, Chad Fischer, Chad Rudebusch 
 June 16th Michelle Sunde, Lindsay Nicola, Teri Petersen, Mateya Walder 
 June 17th Sarah Hagberg, Matt Weller, Tracy Ferber, Bubba Spiering, Alex Turbak 
 June 18th Lowell Punt, Dennis Servaty, Hather Madison,  
 June 19th Jim Pieper, Michelle Himmerich, Tom Rausch, Melanie Weiss, Robbie Olson 

Sponsors, remember them while shopping local! 

Dakota Surveillance serves the Dakotas, but is based out of Faulkton, SD. We 
got our start as AgriVideo, but as our products and areas of expertise 
expanded, so did our clientele. We now offer a wide variety of cameras for all 
of your surveillance needs! Shop local and give us a call to see what we can do 

for your farm, ranch, small business, or residential security needs! Dakota Surveillance, formerly AgriVideo is a locally 
owned and operated video surveillance company based out of Faulkton, SD. We specialize in premier surveillance 
systems to your farm, ranch, small business, and residential needs. The quote is always free. Let us show you how our 
products can benefit you. https://www.dakotasurveillance.net  

Thank you for visiting the online home of The Circus Sports Bar and Grill located 
in the historic Downtown Aberdeen, South Dakota. Step into our smoke free, family 
friendly atmosphere for a cold beverage and don't forget to take a look at our 
grill menu. Weekly specials can be found on our "Weekly Specials" page. Wondering 
what we've got going on? Don't forget to check out our "Upcoming Events" page. If 

its hot wings that you crave, give our world famous buffalo wings a try. We have a flavor for all wing enthusiasts. Do you 
think you have what it takes to conquer a double order of our "Nuclear" wings? Stop in and give them a try! The Circus 
Sports Bar and Grill, a fun bar located conveniently just off of Main Street in downtown Aberdeen, SD (14 3rd Ave SE). 
Open Monday - Saturday 11am to 2am and Sunday 11am to midnight.  http://www.circussportsbar.com  



 Nancy Jark, started Jark Real Estate purely out of her passion for residential real 
estate and not much about her passion has changed. Nancy was exposed to real estate 
as an administrative assistant with Jark Auction in 1990. After assisting with a number of 
land auctions she got a taste of the industry and wanted to make it a full-time 

opportunity for herself. More than two decades later, Nancy still loves being able to provide valuable experience to 
educate new home buyers through the process. But, she’s quick to acknowledge that she learns with each transaction as 
no two are ever the same. Nancy has built a team of real estate brokers with the same passion for personal 
development and delivering an exceptional real estate experience for buyers and sellers.  Based out of Aberdeen, South 
Dakota, Jark Real Estate specializes in buying and selling homes and has created a niche for small, rural residential real 
estate. The team serves a number of Northeastern South Dakota communities including Aberdeen, Mellette, Mansfield, 
Northville, Columbia, Groton, Frederick, Warner, Stratford, Leola, Bowdle and Eureka. Whether you’re buying or selling 
your first home or your tenth home, we would love to assist. Connect with one of our real estate brokers individually or 
feel free to contact us to set up a no-pressure discussion so we can learn about your real estate goals and how we can 
help make them become a reality. https://jarkrealestate.com  
 
Bad News Brian 
 

 
 

 



 
 
It is true you know 
 

 
 

 



End of the year honors, congrats girls! 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 



 
 

 
 

 
 

 



This guy got seats in the front row! 
 

 
 
Iit is time to bring back “Must be in the front row!” to Facebook live. We will try and do so yet this weekend, if 
not possible we will host next week for sure. If you are interested in being a guest, have a business or a 
sponsor that you would like us to promote, contact Sam Mooney, Gerry Bills, Steve Riswold, or myself. We 
would love to have you as a guest in the next few weeks. It is a fun 90 minute of softball fact, stories, and 
maybe a little educational news. Our guest have and will include players, umpires, sponsors, tournament 
directors, fans and maybe some diamond crews. Sam talks slowpitch, Gerry fastpitch, and Riz will be there 
with the umpires.  
 
He is not far off you know. 
 

 
 

 
 
Bits of wisdom I wish I would have known when I was younger.  
 


